Acts Series – Bit but Not Bitter
Acts 28:1-10
October 1st & 2nd 

This weekend was a powerful message from Pastor Paul on how to not allow bitterness to take root within your heart. In Acts 28:1-10, Paul was bitten by a snake on his hand. It is Important to note here that Paul understood the power of his hand and the significance of a snake bite on his hand. The snake bit Paul’s hand to try to stop him from the ability to work, worship, write his future, and win. 
Be careful what snakes you allow to fasten onto you. This can be in the form of people and/or things. Are the snakes in your life releasing a poison of bitterness or distraction? 

How to avoid a snake bite:
1. Leave the snake alone.
2. Avoid all tall grass and brush. 
3. Keep your hands and feet away from places you cannot see.
4. Be cautious and alert at all times. 
5. Wear protective clothes when you’re out in the wilderness.
6. Do not make venomous snakes your pet. 

Not only can the information of how to avoid a snake bite be applied practically, but it can also be applied Spiritually. A snake bite can come in various forms, and as a Believer it is important to guard your heart, protect those you allow into your life, wear the full armor of God daily, and consistently be prayerful and spiritually aware of possible “snakes” within your life. 

Acts 28:5-6 says, “5 But Paul shook the snake off into the fire and suffered no ill effects. 6 The people expected him to swell up or suddenly fall dead; but after waiting a long time and seeing nothing unusual happen to him, they changed their minds and said he was a god.”

You have the power through Jesus Christ to shake off whatever snake may be trying to fasten itself to you. God will use what the enemy meant for evil for your good. You are more than a conqueror through Jesus Christ who strengthens you.


Discussion Questions:
1. Are there any snake bites within your life that you feel have brought poison to your life?
2. In what ways can you daily to the things necessary to prevent a snake from fastening itself to you?
3. Bitterness is a choice. Are there areas of your life you feel you need to allow forgiveness to take place within your heart and let some things go?
4. Your pain has a purpose! What are ways you have seen God turn things around for your good within your life?
